NOTES

p, 69,1. 8.    Cimmerian hue : The Cimmerians were a mythical
people mentioned by Homer who dwelt in perpetual mists
and darkness.   Hence the phrase means " pitch darkness/"
1. 23.   Pushtu : the native language of Afghanistan.
1. 30.    Tonga :  a light, two-wheeled Eastern carriage.

P. 70,1. 34. Mullah : a learned man, more especially one
learned in the Koran and the Mohammedan faith ; hence
the reference to the beard.

P. 72,1. 8. The Olympian Thomas Cook : the travel agency of
Thomas Cook & Sons. Mount Olympus was the home of
the gods, hence the adjective " Olympian " implies that
to the traveller Thomas Cook is a god who always looks
after him, supplies all his wants, and gets him out of all
his difficulties.
1. 30. The P.M.: the Prime Minister.

High Days and Holidays in the Soviet Union

Peter Francis was a young Oxford graduate who, in 1937,
at the age of twenty-two, obtained a worker's visa (one of
the last to be issued) and went to Russia to work as an
engineer in the small town of Orekhovo, sixty miles from
Moscow. His sole qualifications for the job, he tells us,
were " a Public School education, some office and selling
experience, and a colloquial knowledge of French,
German, and Spanish." He stayed in the country a little
under a year, living amongst the workers and their families.
He went, as he confesses, " out of vulgar curiosity," and
his book was " the fruit of living, working, and playing
with a section ... of Russian industrial workers." It is
remarkable for its frankness and impartiality at a time
when most books about Russia were strongly tinged by
Apolitical prejudice.

P. 75,1. 5. The October Revolution : the Bolshevik Revolution
"of October 1917 which overthrew the Czarist regime.

1. 7. The New Constitution: adopted December 5, 1936. It
was far from being democratic, but it gave the people
certain rights and powers which they had never enjoyed
before.

1. 28. Dubrovka : a small village three or four miles out of
Orekhovo ; not to be confused with Dubovka, near
Stalingrad.

1. 29.   Harry:   Harry Lawrence, another Englishman he

had met who was working as a fitter in his factory.
P. 76,1. 32.   Superstition has been abolished in the Soviet Union:
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